AUGUST 10, 2009

The Regular Council Meeting of the City of Lower Burrell was held on Monday, August 10, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. Roll call indicated the following present: Councilwoman Karrs, Councilman Regoli, Councilman Grillo, Controller Farina, Treasurer Eshbaugh, Public Works Foreman Scott Johnson, Chief Lindo, Solicitor Yakopec, and City Clerk Cook.  Excused were Councilman Trozzi, and Mayor Kinosz.
Everybody has received a copy of the Treasurer's Report. There being no changes, the Treasurer's Report will be turned over to the Controller.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT REPORTS:

Councilwoman Karrs:  Report was read for jobs completed in July for street department.  Repaved catch basins on Frandor, Vermont, Artfield, Davis, Chester, Glenview, Arizona, Reed, Oregon, Atlantic, and Pittsburgh.  Used zipper on Puckety Church Road, Hilltop, and Edith.  Continued street sweeping throughout the City.  Street repairs on Edith, Hilltop, and Burgley.  Installed a catch basin and 15” pipe on Puckety Church Road/Milligantown Road intersection.  Continued to perform vehicle maintenance.  Patched pot holes on Hill Street.  Continued with building maintenance.  Evaluated air conditioner at city hall and batteries in garage smoke detectors.  Delivered barricades to St. Margaret Mary’s for the festival and at Montgomery Wards parking lot for the carnival.  Used the boom mower to cut high weeds and grasses where needed in the City.  Took the boom mower to Tarentum for one day.  Continued to repair, replace, or place street signs and posts where needed.  Removed a tree from Millers Lane as a result of the storm.  Loaded two 50 yard containers of branches with back hoe, cleaned ditch mount in Kinloch after storms, and graded the driveway at Burrell Lake Park.
In the sewer department, cut grass at all pump stations, continued performing PA One Calls.  Completed another round of dye testing throughout the City for the EPA and DEP.  Continued building maintenance, changed City Hall air conditioner filters, repaired door stops, fire extinguisher bracket at the tax office, and did substation repairs.  Jet routed field drains at Wolf Pack Park, camered right-of-way from Wolf Pack Park to Big Braeburn, and marked and located laterals on Rogers Drive.  Took vac con to Arnold to assist with a pump station emergency; since there is nothing Arnold can do for the City, they are charged; it is not done for nothing.  Continued jet routing and root cutting areas on maintenance list.  Checked, cleaned, and greased pump stations.  Located missing manholes with the camera.  Raised manhole on Michigan.  Continued with vehicle maintenance.  Inspected man panned conditions at ten different locations.  Aided the installation of playground wall barrier at Burrell Lake Park.  Placed mulch in playground at Burrell Lake Park.  Took vac con to clean catch basins for PennDOT on Route 56.  Performed dye tests and lateral locations for a home on Wildlife Lodge Road. 
Councilman Regoli:  All departments are working within the budgeted plan.  Budget has been reviewed.  
Councilman Grillo:  Regarding rental resale and inspections, letters will be sent out since Treasurer Eshbaugh pointed out that some landlords are not complying.  This will let them know that we are aware they are in violation.  Solicitor Yakopec has been consulted to see if we can ask the landlords to provide a list to us and we are allowed to do this.
Ordinance and Zoning Report – there were seven invoices issued to people who failed to cut their grass.  These are basically recurring problems.  Letters are being sent out and some cases are going to be taken to Magistrate Yakopec’s office.  There were 25 ordinance issues for abandoned vehicles to high grass to litter to burning.  There were two residential rental letters sent out to someone who did not comply, both to the same people.  Last month, five building permits were issued.  
Braeview Fire Company had seven incidences.  They are going to be on standby for the Lower Burrell Flyer Football games again this year.  Three firefighters have completed their firefighters essentials class.  Seven firefighters completed rope rescue, which was a course sponsored by Butler County Community College.  They also did a foam fire fighting course.  They will have a seminar on rapid intervention team exercises on September 7th.  New self contained breathing apparatus will be in this week.  They are going to be working with the church on Garvers Ferry Road with their health fair in November.  They are going to have a cow patty bingo.
Controller Farina:  No report.
Treasurer Eshbaugh: The ending balance on 7-31-09 in general fund was $1,825,414.21; in the sewer system fund the ending balance on 7-31-09 was $1,166,056.43.
Foreman Johnson:  Foreman Johnson hanked Braeview Volunteer Fire Department for allowing the street department to stock pile the chip stone in their parking lot.  Seal coating process started and this cut down on a lot of truck and travel time.  Seal coating will continue in Braeburn Heights section across from the Hillcrest Country Club (the Spiering Plan), Puckety, Delberta, some others that are on the list.
Chief Lindo:  For the month of July, there were 92 arrests; year to date is 472.  Fines collected was $1,257.37; year to date total is $7,638.01.  Other activities, Sgt. Dale and Officer Marhefka put on a presentation at Bon Air for the YMCA Day Care on safety.  Lt. Galvanek and Detective Cardenas assisted with a heroin presentation at the Church of God.  Chief Lindo attended the Pennsylvania Chief of Police Conference in Lancaster.
Solicitor Yakopec:  No report.
City Clerk Cook:  No report.
CORRESPONDENCE:

1. Monthly Collection Service Center Report (No action needed).
2. Monthly Earned Income Tax Report (No action needed).
3. Treasurer’s Report for July, 2009.  (No action needed).
4. Pennsylvania Department of Transportation.  The letter stated that they had completed their evaluation of the costs of winter services for the 2008/09 winter season.  Their evaluation has indicated that Lower Burrell has qualified for reimbursement within the next sixty days.  A payment in the amount of $8,916.27 will be mailed to us.  Agreement will be on the agenda for next month.  (No action needed).
OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

1) Motion by Councilwoman Karrs, second by Councilman Grillo to appoint David Wohleber to the Lower Burrell Municipal Authority to fill unexpired term of James Leslie.  Roll call vote indicated:   Councilwoman Karrs: AYE; Councilman Grillo: AYE; Councilman Regoli: AYE.   3 “AYES”.  All in favor.
2) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilwoman Karrs to appoint Aaron Kress to the unexpired term of Bruce Schneider to the Lower Burrell Planning Commission.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE.  3 “AYES.”  All in favor.
3) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilwoman Karrs to schedule a fire department meeting on August 24, 2009 at 7 PM at City Hall.  This will be advertised.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE.   3 “AYES.”  All in favor.

4) Discussed firework insurance.  If the location for the fireworks would be the dust bowl, the school wants to make sure they are indemnified.  Our estimate to get the rider with the insurance that the school district wanted was about $7,000 for us and for the fireworks company was an additional $7,000.  They then discussed using St. Mary’s cemetery.  Firemen will be there and on the roofs of the buildings, buildings will be hosed down, and every precaution is being taken.  A test was set off on Saturday and spotters were going to be out to make sure the fireworks could be seen from different locations.  Fireworks are specifically excluded under the school’s policy.
5) Discussed engineer’s findings on fire hall.  Foreman Johnson has been working with the consulting engineer, Tony Males, and Mike Nedley.  All three went over to the substation on Edgecliff Road.  There were cracks throughout the exterior of the building that was raising questions along with some cracks on the interior walls.  A spot on the outside was dug up in the rear of the building.  They feel the problem was caused by vent fans that were in there to exhaust fumes caused when the fire trucks start up.  Those were blocked up, but the brick work was never parched up.  Now rain water is freezing and thawing and creating the cracks in the brick.  None of the block was subjected to any movement.  The one spot on the inside that showed cracking and lifting of the concrete, it is suspected that improper back fill underneath the concrete was used, possibly slag that wasn’t dried properly.  All three agreed that it is secure, stable, and up to satisfaction.  This will be verified later in the year by exposing underneath the cement in that area.
6) Motion by Councilman Regoli, second by Councilwoman Karrs to approve additional T1 line for the computers.  Additional line will boost the speed of the internet when phones are in use.  It is a four-year agreement at a cost savings of $4 a month.  Agreement was up at the end of this year.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE.  3 “AYES.”  All in favor.
Councilwoman Karrs commented on the parade that will take place on September 19, 2009; it starts at 1 o’clock.  There will be a Harvest Festival sponsored by the merchants in the Montgomery Wards parking lot.  There will be a concert held there and fireworks that evening.  On September 18th at a home football game there will be an alumni band at the intermission of the game.  The parade will have marching bands, fire companies, Clydesdale horses, 650 Shriners with their vehicles.  They are estimating a three-hour parade.  The side streets will be stacked.  The road will be closed at Wildlife and Leechburg Road and that will be the end of the parade.  But they will also be closed at Wildlife to the bypass, because of the bands and their multiple buses.  It is a huge undertaking.  Casey Kinosz is doing all the staging. Councilwoman Karrs also invited anybody who is interested in helping to come to their next meeting on Monday at 7 o’clock at city hall.  Meetings will be held every two weeks now.  The Harvest Festival will continue on Sunday.   
Councilman Regoli recognized Ray Cornuet with his sons Shane and Noah.  They are both Boy Scouts.  Shane Cornuet, 480 Toledo Drive, is working on his Eagle Scout project which is an early electrical storm system warning for the ABC Fields.  He asked for the City’s help and wants to place an article in the City’s newsletter asking for donations for his project.  He will be in contact with City Clerk Cook on this.
With no further business coming before Council, a motion was made by Councilwoman Karrs, second by Councilman Regoli to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 pm
Kelly Biddle Cook, City Clerk

Donald L. Kinosz, Mayor            

NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING SEPTEMBER 14, 2009 7:00 P.M.
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