DECEMBER 14, 2009

The Regular Council Meeting of the City of Lower Burrell was held on Monday, December 14, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. Roll call indicated the following present: Councilwoman Karrs, Councilman Regoli, Councilman Grillo, Councilman Trozzi, Controller Farina, Treasurer Eshbaugh, Public Works Foreman Scott Johnson, Chief Lindo, Mayor Kinosz, and City Clerk Cook.  Absent was Solicitor Yakopec.
Everybody has received a copy of the Treasurer's Report. There being no changes, the Treasurer's Report will be turned over to the Controller.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT REPORTS:
Councilwoman Karrs:  Jobs completed for the month of November, 2009.  In the street department:  Glued decals on Catch basins throughout the city as part of our Stormwater Management Plan.  Installed 9 bollards on the walking trail at Wolf Pack Park to limit vehicle traffic on them.  Repaired a catch basin on Hilltop Drive.  Continued with building maintenance.  Replaced a storm cross drain pipe on Taymer Drive.  Crack sealed Cleveland, Toledo, Harvey, California and Knights Court.  Installed two catchbasins at Burrell Lake Park’s parking lots to control runoff and erosion.  Put up Holiday Lights on Leechburg Road with New Kensington’s boom truck.  Trimmed tree branches along the road on Oakridge, Rose, Roosevelt, Puckety and Klein.  Performed vehicle maintenance- winterized steel roller, sweeper, and installed spreaders on some of the trucks.   Cut down a large donated pine tree and delivered it to Stewart School for light up night.  Utilized Artman Electic’s boom truck to install lights on the tree at Stewart School and replace bulbs on the lights on Leechburg Rd.  Placed several salt bins at various hill locations in the city.  Replaced the red traffic light on the turning lane on Rte. 56 West.  Collected used oil from local doners for use in our rear garage.  The entire Department Attended a Winter Maintenance Class sponsored by Penn Dot.

In the sewer department:  Performed dye tests and visual inspections to verify stormwater disconnections from the sanitary, according to responses from the dye test violation letters.  Installed a repaired volute at Hillcrest Estates Pump station while performing fall maintenance on the station.  Continued to check, clean, and grease all pump stations.  Picked up dead deer on Leechburg Road, and intersection of Watters/Delberta.  Raised a MH on Harding.  Continued to perform vehicle maintenance.  Evaluated and cleared right of ways at Indian Fields, Chartiers and Little Braeburn.  Installed 8 new man pans in the Chester Plan area of the city.   Cameraed, jet rodded and marked laterals at Harding, Carl, Clarendon & Reed Streets.   Jet rodded lines on preventative maintenance list.  Cleaned catch basins on Youngwood and Hilltop.   Continued to perform building maintenance-painted railings, fixed lighting at tax office, and a faucet repair in down stairs restroom.  Installed Sleuss Gate at Big Braeburn pumpstation.  Performed “Man Pan”/rain guard evaluations.  Helped deliver salt bins to various locations throughout the city.  Continued to perform PA One Calls.  
Department also attended Winter Maintenance Class at Gilpin Township.

Councilman Regoli:  No report, but wished everyone a safe and happy holiday.
Councilman Grillo:  For November, there were 10 resales inspection, 10 rentals inspections.  Seven resales passed and six rentals passed.  There were two resales that failed and three rentals that failed.  Two temporary inspections were issued and 13 inspections pending this month.
There were seven ordinance letters sent out to people.  Three letters were sent out to people who did not get their homes inspected.  

Bruce Bartrug attended a bi-monthly coordinators meeting for the Emergency Management Coordinators.  He also performed a siren test in the City.  

There were five building permits issued.  Next month, Councilman Grillo will propose that the fees charged for inspections be changed.  

Councilman Grillo feels that an arbitration board needs to be set up.  He will also arrange with City Clerk Cook to set up advertisement for interviews for inspectors in the newspaper.  He also wished everybody a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  God Bless Everybody.

Councilman Trozzi:  Councilman Trozzi apologized for being late, but had no report.
Controller Farina:  No report.

Treasurer Eshbaugh:  Reported on ending balance as of November 30, 2009 in the general fund of $1,426,852.39 and ending balance in the sewer system fund was $1,048,158.66.
Road Foreman Johnson:  Mr. Johnson thanked Don Ryan for donating the tree for in front of Stewart School for Light Up Night.  He also thanked Bill Artman of Artman Electric for donating his boom truck to help in the installation of the snowflakes on Leechburg Road.  He donates time and truck typically every year.  Bob Domain, Foreman of the City of New Kensington, was also thanked as he helps with equipment such as the boom truck.  The Road Foreman Steve Kannas of Allegheny Township, which the City of Lower Burrell has a great working relationship with for sharing pieces of equipment. Dave Hilliard and Bill Rossi of Tarentum were also thanked for helping to share resources and pieces of equipment.  Brunner Excavation for donating their auger; because of that, we were able to put in the ballards at Wolf Pack Park and he also helped with the Christmas tree at Stewart School.  He also thanked Dave Hilliard and Rich Mazarik of PennDOT who helped get the message boards for the parade and for donating 100 cones.  Because of everyone’s cooperation, it has helped to keep the cost down for all of our communities.  He also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a healthy happy New Year, and he is looking forward to 2010.
Chief Lindo:  Year to date calls for service: 10,515.  Year to date arrests: 729.  Police miles logged: 125,357.  Fines: $13,469.92.  On November 12th, Detective Cardenas and Chief Lindo were invited to a luncheon in Cranberry where our city was recognized by receiving the Community Traffic Silver Award for leadership and educational programs to protect citizens and improve traffic safety.  He also wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.
City Clerk Cook:  She was happy to report that we now have a state certified Safety Committee.  The primary purpose was to make it a safer place not only for the workers but also for the residents who visit City property.  The benefit is a five percent reduction in our worker’s comp insurance.  The savings will be used to correct things discovered during inspections to make our property safer.
Mayor Kinosz:  The Mayor reported on a regional sewer project he has been involved with.  There are five municipalities working together.  They hope to connect Penn State through a Lower Burrell interceptor.  (It’s an interceptor that is in our 537 Plan that’s submitted to the DEP.)
The Mayor also complimented the 50th Anniversary committee and especially to his wife, Mrs. Debra Kinosz who chaired the Christmas concert held on December 11, 2009.

CORRESPONDENCE:

1. Monthly Collection Service Center Report (No action needed).
2. Monthly Earned Income Tax Report (No action needed).
3. Treasurer’s Report for November, 2009.  (No action needed).
OLD BUSINESS: None

NEW BUSINESS:

1) Motion by Councilman Regoli, second by Councilman Trozzi to approve third and final reading of Ordinance # 5-2009 (An Ordinance Appropriating Specific Sums for 2010).  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Mayor Kinosz:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
2) Motion by Councilman Regoli, second by Councilman Trozzi to approve third and final reading of Ordinance # 6-2009 (Tax Levy Ordinance for the year 2010).  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Mayor Kinosz:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
3) Motion by Councilman Regoli, second by Councilman Trozzi, to approve Resolution No. 12-2009 (A Resolution Reappropriating Certain Line Items in the 2009 Budget).  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Mayor Kinosz:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
4) Motion by Mayor Kinosz, second by Councilwoman Karrs to accept with regret the resignation of James H. Granville from the Library Board.  Roll call vote indicated:  Mayor Kinosz:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
5) Motion by Mayor Kinosz, second by Councilman Grillo to consider appointees to the Library Board.  Dominic Giordano to fill the unexpired term of James Granville and Sandra Appleman to fill the unexpired term of Debra Kinosz.  Roll call vote indicated:  Mayor Kinosz:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
6) Motion by Councilwoman Karrs, second by Councilman Grillo to reappoint Charles West to the Lower Burrell Municipal Authority.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Mayor Kinosz:  AYE;  Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
7) Motion by Councilman Grillo, second by Councilman Trozzi to terminate the employment of Denise Sydorick.  Roll call vote indicated:  Councilman Grillo:  AYE; Councilman Trozzi:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Mayor Kinosz:  AYE.  5 “AYES.”  All in favor.
8) Motion by Mayor Kinosz, second by Councilman Regoli to appoint Jeff Schoepf to the Civil Service Hearing Board.  Roll call vote indicated:  Mayor Kinosz:  AYE; Councilman Regoli:  AYE; Councilwoman Karrs:  AYE; Councilman Grillo:  AYE.  Councilman Trozzi abstained from voting as he was absent for the interview.  4 “AYES.”  All in favor.
9) Discussed city hall cleaning. Councilman Trozzi explained that because of budget woes, it was discussed to downsize that particular line item for the year 2010.  He is asking each department to perform routine cleaning of their areas.  A 30-day notice needs to be issued to the current cleaning people.  It is unknown if this will be a union issue.  A meeting will be set for the first of the year to discuss this in further detail.
Councilman Grillo informed everyone that he had been issued and has paid for a citation for a recent incident.

Bill Thomey of Craigdell Road questioned the addressing issues.  Councilman Grillo is still working through the addresses, but Council will not discuss it due to threat of litigation.

Dave Tomicelli feels the tax increase was excessive.

Rich Duncan had a question for council.
With no further business coming before council, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting at 7:55 pm. 
Kelly Biddle Cook, City Clerk

Donald L. Kinosz, Mayor            

NEXT REGULAR COUNCIL MEETING JANUARY 11, 2010 7:00 P.M.
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