FEBRUARY 17, 2009
The Monthly Meeting of the Lower Burrell Municipal Authority was held on Tuesday, February 17, 2009, in the Municipal Building at 2800 Bethel Street, Lower Burrell, PA 15068, at 6:30 P.M.  In attendance were board members Alan Critchlow, Edward Bloch, Terry Anderson, and Charles West, Consulting Engineer Males, and Solicitor Valasek.  Absent were James Leslie and Mayor Kinosz.
Approval of Minutes:

A motion was made by Mr. West, second by Mr. Critchlow to approve the January 20, 2009 minutes.  Approved.

Approval of Treasurer’s Report:

A motion was made by Mr. West, second by Mr. Anderson to approve the treasurer’s report 

# 1-09.

CORRESPONDENCE:
A letter was received from Mr. McVey & Associates, LLC regarding the engagement letter for the 2007 audit.  Mr. McVey gave Mr. Critchlow a rough copy of the audit two weeks ago.  A good system is needed, and the Authority members feel now we have that established by Jackie Danish handling these matters.  The 2006 audit was a fine job.  An audit needs done for the years 2007 and 2008 now.
Mr. Bloch read the certified letter from PENNVEST.  Nita will check with Jan Napoli to see if they have received 2006 audit.

BILLS PRESENTED FOR PAYMENT:

Bills to be paid out of Capital Improvement & Redemption Fund Requisition No. 65:

McVey & Associates, LLC 

$3,240.00 – 2006 Audit
Alpha Engineering Company 

$3,698.00 – H20 Grant Application – Wildlife Lodge Road 

TOTAL:




$6,938.00

A motion was made by Mr. Critchlow; second by Mr. Anderson.  Approved.

OLD BUSINESS:
Continental Copper – Alan Critchlow will check with Mayor Kinosz if he has any reason why we should not remove this balance.  This was discussed and nothing was resolved.  We need to know if this is a valid point or not and then the Authority needs to decide what to do one way or another.  Continental Copper owns numerous parcels of ground under separate deed.  The treatment facility is on one parcel that treats the plant and offices.  

NEW BUSINESS:
A phone poll was made to ask the following questions:  (1) Do you approve of proceeding with a grant application from H20 PA Act for the installation of sanitary sewers in the Wildlife Lodge area?  (2) Do you also approve the official resolution requesting this grant?  5 AYES.

A second phone poll was made to issue a check for $100 for submitting the H20 grant.  Motion made by Ed Bloch, second by Terry Anderson and James Leslie.
Mr. Critchlow kept the board apprised from his attendance at the New Kensington Municipal Sanitary Authority’s meeting.  Upper Burrell has a sewage problem with Leed’s along with the Chapeldale Housing Development.  That involves Lower Burrell because it has to go through our territory.  Engineer Males knows that the treatment from the Industrial Park goes into the Big Puckety Watershed along Whitten Hollow.  Upper Burrell Supervisors and residents favor going towards New Kensington because it provides a sewage interceptor that they could then tap into.  It is a much more advantageous to take it into the New Kensington treatment facility, because it adds new customers, expands the tax base, expands the potential for the tax base, also could be used in conjunction of replacing the Big Puckety interceptor.  It strengthens Lower Burrell’s regional aspect to further link Upper Burrell.  There was a general discussion held regarding this matter.
PUBLIC COMMENT:

None

MAYOR KINOSZ’S REPORT:

None
SEWER REPORT:

The rain guards that were purchased have been installed.  When the weather improves, the sewer and dye tests will begin.  “Camering” the sewer lines down on the right-of-ways that we think have infiltration, and they will start grouting man holes to take out as much water as we can. 
ENGINEER’S REPORT:

Engineer Males had gone to MSANK’s office for a phone conference with the EPA regarding the consent order.  They finally reviewed the draft that was sent to them July 12, 2008.  Comments were positive, but they wanted feedback from the engineers on the issues.  A revised draft will be submitted to the engineer’s workshop in about a week.  Mr. Males will get copies to the Authority, Mayor, and Council.  They are looking for a face to face meeting toward mid-March and want the solicitors and possibly one representative there also.  We are continuing to stay on schedule with Act 537.
There was also an update of the H20 Grant.  The City is in favor of the Wildlife Lodge Road project.  They passed a resolution at their February 9, 2009 meeting.  Lines of communication need to be kept open with that.  Authorization would be needed for Solicitor Valasek and Engineer Males to proceed with obtaining, starting in with the design, and preparing rights-of-way drawings which need to be done.  A schedule could then be developed with what should be happening and provide that for the Authority.  There is a need to notify the residents, develop a time line to do that, utility notification, DEP notifications that need to be put on a composite with other things.  Costs are required and recoverable by the grant.  The grant or PENNVEST loan could be used.  It covers basically everything from design to land acquisition to legal and administrative costs.  There was a cap on administrative of being no more than six percent.  It is wide open as far as the grant is concerned and also PENNVEST covers all the legal and engineering costs.  There was a discussion about whether a bond or a PENNVEST loan would be obtained.  Bond issues are much higher rates.  
The Board authorized the engineer and solicitor to proceed with engineering and legal services as required for the Wildlife Lodge Road Project.  A motion was made by Mr. West, second by Mr. Critchlow to begin for Wildlife Lodge Project.  Approved.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:

The Authority needs to authorize for construction drawings, survey, and right-of-way work and property right-of-way.  The project would be Wildlife Lodge Road area sanitary sewer extension and the elimination of three pump stations.  There is a need for separation between available assets and unavailable assets.  Mr. Critchlow will provide information on available assets, and Mr. Males will provide information on the number of affected properties for discussion at the next meeting.
GENERAL COMMENTS:

Mr. West brought up the issue of installing a parallel interceptor from Craigdell Road to the New Kensington treatment plant.  Mr. West is not in favor of a flow equalization tank.  Mr. West and Mr. Males had a general discussion regarding this matter.  Mr. Males is to check with MSANK regarding what would be required to construct the parallel interceptor.

ADJOURNMENT

With no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:55 p.m.









Edward Bloch, Chairman

James Leslie, Secretary
