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\ Is hosting a fundraising Golf Scramble at
/ Oak Lake Golf Course located at 1208
Oak Lake Road, New Kensington, on

MAY 8, 2004 at 9:00 am.

With a generous donation of $65.00 per golfer, you will
not only enjoy 18 holes with a cart, with a hot dog and a pop
at the turn, but also all-u-can-eat food, beer, and soda. Prizes
will be awarded to the top 3 finishing teams, for longest
drive, closest to the pin, and more! Come and have fun while
supporting the community. Remember, your donations are
100 percent tax deductible.

To participate or to become a sponsor, contact
Braeview VFC at 724-224-8085 or braeview(@relymail .com,
Doug at 724-337-9161, or Betsy at 724-334-0131.

RAIN OR SHINE, IN THE EVENT OF SNOW YOU WILL BE CONTACTED WITH A RESCHEDULED DATE
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Messages from the Mayor

Business Development
The past four months since the last newsletter have been at the least challenging and busy with respect to various business sites.

First for my most often asked question.  Is there anything happening at the Wards and Family Toy Warehouse properties?  The answer is yes, if everything can be worked out.  Dollar Tree will be moving from the Hillcrest Shopping Center to the Family Toy Warehouse Building.  This greatly expands their space and demonstrates the confidence they have in our area.  As far as the Wards building there has been significant positive activity.  I am both excited and cautious about the possibilities.  If anything develops before the next newsletter, it will be reported in the media.
The Hillcrest Shopping Center has also had multiple activities and some continue to look positive.  There is nothing complete to report at this point, but we are working very hard to achieve a positive result.  As always keep in mind that my role is to assist the owners in any way possible.  The City does not own these properties.  You, the residents, have continued to supply leads.  I appreciate this very much and follow up on each one.

We can also welcome some new businesses:

· Speedy Motors
   1204 Greensburg Road
· Carousel has relocated to

          2603 Leechburg Road
· Bowser Landscaping

          2824 Leechburg Road

· Huston Electronics

          2725 Leechburg Road

· Pamela’s Garden

158 Alder Street

On the other side of the equation, we lost the R-Shoppe and Ye Olde Colonial Shop.  Once again, I would like to remind you that the success of these businesses depend on your patronage.

“Shop Lower Burrell First”
Home Expo
Once again the second Home Expo was very successful.  More than 11,000 (est.) people paid to see the show.  The heavy rain on Saturday didn’t seem to dampen any spirits.  The exhibits were very well done and there were more than 240 exhibitors with more than 280 exhibits.  More than 100 potential exhibitors were turned away due to lack of space.  Congratulations to the StrongLand Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, Staff and many volunteers that made the event such a success.
Work has already started on next year’s third Home Expo.  Some alternatives are being considered with the hope that Ward’s building will be occupied well before this time next year.  The success of the Expo does show the importance and value of having an active Chamber that does so much for its members and the community.  Great job, StrongLand.

Strategic Plan
As you know, we have been working closely with Penn State University to gather the data for the City’s Strategic Plan.  Focus groups and intercept surveys have been completed and results tabulated.  Each family and business in the City will receive a questionnaire to provide additional input.  A cooperative project of this type demonstrates how much can be done when the residents, education and government bodies combine their efforts.  Special thanks to Rep. John Pallone who obtained a $10,000.00 grant and Westmoreland County who provided a $6,000.00 planning grant to cover costs associated with this project.  Without them this project would not be possible.
WHEN YOU RECEIVE YOUR QUESTIONNAIRE PLEASE TAKE A FEW MINUTES TO COMPLETE IT AND RETURN IT IN THE POSTAGE PAID ENVELOPE.  YOUR INPUT IS IMPORTANT.
Once all the data is in and analyzed the Lower Burrell Strategic Planning Committee will complete the project by establishing recommendations on how the community can move from where we are to what we want to be.

Walking Dogs
I never thought that I would have to write this, but here goes.  When you are walking your dog it is your responsibility to clean up any mess it makes.  Failure to do so could result in fines.  It’s both surprising and disappointing the number of calls I get about this subject.

Entering Leechburg Road
Along a similar note, please be considerate of people trying to enter our main roads.  A little courtesy can go a long way in making our community safer and keeping our blood pressures under control.

Burning
Council has held public forums, received correspondence and is now working to revamp our current burning ordinance.  One of the things that surprised me was the number of people that were burning garbage in outdoor barrels, which violates our current ordinance.  Enforcement was another issue.
Strawberry Festival
The Burrell Area Rotary Club is inviting community organizations and individuals to participate in the Annual Strawberry Festival and Community Yard sale.  This fun-filled event will be held from 9:00 A.M. until 6:00 P.M. on June 19, 2004 in the parking lot of the former Montgomery Wards Store at the corner of Wildlife Lodge and Leechburg Roads in Lower Burrell.  Contact 724-339-2224 for additional information.

A Message from

Lower Burrell Police Department

New Child Safety Program
Last month the Lower Burrell Police Department in conjunction with the Burrell School District provided a Free Child Identification program to students in both Bon Air & Stewart Elementary Schools.  This program which is sponsored by the Freemasons and distributed via the Crime Prevention Association of Pennsylvania, is a comprehensive child identification kit.  The first part of the kit is completed at the school by members of the PTA’s and who takes fingerprints of the child along with a 35mm digital picture with audio.  This information is then given to the child to take home where the DNA portion, hair samples, nail clippings and an oral swab for a saliva sample can be completed by the parents.  The Child Safety Program was totally voluntary and offered this time on a trial basis to students in Kindergarten and 5th grade at Bon Air School and 2nd and 3rd graders at Stewart School.  Next year we hope to expand and encompass numerous grade levels.  This program, like our other outreach programs at the schools (ie. DARE, Charlie Checkfirst, Students Police Academy, Internet Safety, Camp Soles & Family Fun Night) are a continuation of our proactive approach in trying to keep our children both informed and safe.

Jake Brakes
Many Citizens ask what they are and can a City control the Jake brake noise on tractors trailers.  Many Cities have started erecting “No Jake Brakes” signs in hopes of controlling the engine noise from downshifting trucks.  Many residents are conscious of the noise and want the City to do something about the noise.  Depending on the cooperation of truckers, the results may be positive or they may be negative.
What is a Jake Brake?  The Jake Brake is a registered trademark of Jacobs Vehicle Systems™.  The Term Jake Brake is sometimes incorrectly used to refer to compression release type engine brakes in general.  The term correctly refers to all of Jacobs Vehicle Systems retarding products including their line of exhaust brake and driveline brakes as well as Jacobs engine brakes.  The Jacobs engine brake is a device that mounts on the engine.
Can a City pass an Ordinance to control the noise?  First of all, erecting a sign or two without an Ordinance has no legal authority.  As with any regulatory traffic issue, a traffic ordinance must be in place to enforce the actual signs or the sign is advisory only.  Enacting a traffic ordinance to deal with Jake Brakes under 30-A-§3009 may seem like a kind and responsive reaction to the problem, but is safety of the public being compromised???  YES  Engine brakes are very effective at reducing the speed of heavy trucks on a downgrade, but what if the trucker had to stop quickly for a child or elderly person or a vehicle entering the intersection and only use his regular brake?  In most cases, the stopping distance will be longer without the engine braking system and this could lead to disaster at the bottom of a hill or when stopping quickly.
Free Information Booklets

The Police Department is offering free information booklets for either your automobile or your valuable items.  The Automobile Booklet is a card that you fill out with the following information (year, make, model, license plate #, VIN #, color of vehicle, insurance company and policy #, etc.)  There is also a place to put a photo of your vehicle as well.

The Valuable Items Booklet is for any items that you have and consider to be valuable.  You can fill this card out with information such as item description, make, model and serial number.  These cards are for your records and should be kept in a safe place.  In the event that they would be stolen, this information can be beneficial in possibly locating your possessions.  These cards may be picked up in the City Hall Lobby, adjacent to the police stations window.

Safety Concerns

With the warm weather hopefully just around the corner, I wanted to take the opportunity to address some safety concerns that generated a lot of questions from City residents last summer.  The topic of concern was whether or not the small motorized scooters, that are becoming popular among many children, are permitted to be operated on City and State roads.  Our department received regular service calls from residents expressing their concerns for the safety of children who were riding these scooter vehicles on neighborhood streets and even along Leechburg Road.  The issue was not that people felt the children were doing something illegal as much as these people felt the children’s safety was being jeopardized by operating scooters on the road with regular vehicle traffic.

These residents have a valid concern.  I have witnessed children riding these vehicles and was impressed on how fast they travel.  I have observed children riding their scooters down the sidewalks of Leechburg road, and never stop to check traffic entering from the side streets.  I have also observed children riding on neighborhood streets traveling through intersections without checking for cars, and suddenly appearing from around curves in the road.
The bottom line is that although these scooters are purchased as a toy for kids, and they look very fun to ride, they can be very dangerous.  They can be dangerous due to the speeds these vehicles can achieve, the environment in which I see the kids riding them (on the street with other cars), and that children are not experienced enough to be operating a motor vehicle on the road with other forms of vehicle traffic.  They are powered by a small motor which classifies them as a motor vehicle.  Moreover, because they are classified as a motor vehicle they are subject to the Motor Vehicle Laws of the State of Pennsylvania.  This means that motorized scooter must be registered and the operator must be licensed to move the vehicle on City and State streets.  Currently there is no means by which to register small motor scooters, therefore they cannot be operated on the road.  If you are a parent or family member of a child who owns one of these vehicles please take them to a safe place to ride.  The purpose of this article is not to promote law enforcement as much as it is to promote the responsible and safe operation of these vehicles to ensure that nobody is seriously injured.  If you have any questions on this subject please feel free to contact an officer at the station to discuss your concern.

A second and brief topic of concern I have is that I see many children riding bicycles without wearing the proper safety equipment.  The State has enacted a law requiring parents to ensure that all children under 12 years of age be outfitted with and wearing a safety helmet when riding their bicycles.  Again, I am not informing you of this because it is the intention of the department to begin issuing citations to parents for allowing their children to ride without a helmet.  I am informing you of this because it is the hope of all of our officers that we will never respond to a call of a child riding a bike who was hit by a car and sustained serious injury.  The proper use of a helmet will go a long way to ensure your child’s safety in the event of a bicycle collision.  Again, if you have any questions regarding this matter please call and speak to an officer.
A Message from

The Treasurer’s Office

Victoria Farina, Treasurer

City and County property taxes were mailed on March 1st, they are both due at discount by April 30th.  These are two separate bills, the City is a white bill and the County is green.
If you have paid off your mortgage, please notify the Tax Office at 724-337-4381 to ensure that you receive the property tax bills.

Per Capita Taxes for 2003 are due at penalty until June 1, 2004.  On June 2nd all unpaid per capita taxes are sent to the Collection Service Center.

Please note, the Tax Office does not accept post-dated checks.

Residents are reminded that any person(s) selling, conveying or transferring property that is tapped into the City sewer system must have a Smoke and/or Dye Test performed to determine if illegal storm sewer water is entering the sanitary sewer system.  An application for the test can be obtained at the Tax Office.  There is a $25.00 fee for the application.

Public Works
By Councilwoman Irene Karrs

Street Department
Spring is finally here and the snow is gone.  Now is when the Street Department moves into its road repair phase.  We have previously identified roads that need repaired and in the coming days we will perform another review of the streets to determine any surprises that have appeared over the winter.  Due to the extreme winter this year there will be additional work.  The first phase will be to repair all of the major failures that could cause vehicle damage (safety issues) and then move into the less drastic preventative repairs.  If you see us repair one spot on your street and then leave without repairing all the problems, please be patient because we will return later to complete the job.

Also due to the hard winter there have been a multitude of potholes developing in the last few weeks.  We have located some, but if you have a “favorite pothole”  that has missed our attention, please call our office at 724-334-0690 between the hours of 7:00AM and 3:30PM and we will make it disappear.  Please be aware that several streets within the City are owned and maintained by PennDOT. We will forward your request to the local PennDOT office or you can call PennDOT at 724-832-5387, ext. 222.

Sewer Department
During the last few months, the Sewer Department has been performing smoke and visual inspections of the sewer lines in one specific section of the City which has about 10% of the City’s buildings.  In this section there are approximately 440 homes and business structures.  We have found that approximately 120 of these structures have direct storm water connections (downspouts and driveway drains) going into their sanitary sewer line.  This is a violation of the City ordinance.  These connections are overloading the sanitary lines during heavy rain storms causing manholes to overflow in the lower areas of the City and then flowing directly into the streams which run to the river.  Please be aware that as time allows, we will be checking the remainder of the City for illegal connections.

The Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) has mandated that these overflows need to be corrected by lowering the flows and capturing the excess.  You will be notified to have these violations corrected.
Pump Station Repairs
and Upgrades

As always our Sewer Department continues to maintain the sanitary collection system.  Even though this is an “out of sight, out of mind”  matter for the average citizen, it is always being monitored by our staff.  We like to think that if you are unaware of any problems, then we are performing our work properly.  We are constantly performing preventative maintenance on the ten pump stations throughout the City and the 70 miles of sanitary collection lines.  Many of these lines and pump stations were constructed during the 60’s and require constant review and maintenance.  

In recent years we have been upgrading some of the stations using our own personnel instead of using a higher cost outside contractor.  This year we plan on totally replacing the pumps and controls at yet another station.  This is being required due to age and increased load due to building expansion.  We will also replace the force main line using our own personnel.  This work will be scheduled around normal maintenance items so that normal operation of the system will not be interrupted.

City of Lower Burrell

How did it start?  What has happened since it started?

We need pictures, pictures, and pictures!  Please go through your albums and drawers for the 40 plus years of the City and prior.  Please identify the photos with post-its attached, so as not to destroy them.  If they are brought to City Hall, you will be given a receipt for them, they will be reproduced and the original picture(s) will be returned promptly. The year the picture was taken would also be helpful.  Leave them with the receptionist.  If you would like to talk to me directly, please call 724-335-9875, ext. 230 or my home at 724-224-4516.

The purpose of collecting these pictures is that we are creating a shadow box history in the Council Chambers at City Hall.

A Message from Public Safety

Councilman Richard W. Lippert

Braeburn 
Once again the season for water rescue and assistance type calls is upon us. We would like to remind all parents and children to be careful both near and on the water.  We would like to see everyone practice safe water procedures. 

Any organizations interested in a water safety classes please call Lower Burrell # 2 at 724-226-1221. 

Also if anyone is interested in volunteering for the water rescue team please call L.B.V.F.D. #2 at 724-226-1221.

L.B.V.F.D. #4
Recently the department took delivery of a new tanker truck.  This truck replaces a 1985 model which did not meet the requirements of the National Fire protection Association.
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L. B. V. F. D.  #3
Recently the department took delivery of anew state of the art ambulance which replaces a 1997 model.
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A Message from

The Hope Center

Don’t know what to do with your old cell phone?  The Hope Center is seeking used cellular phone for the Verizon Wireless’s HopeLine.  HopeLine is a national phony recycling program through which old cellular phones are rerstored and supplied to victims of domestic violence.  Through HopeLine, cellular phones from any wireless carrier are refurbished, recycled and/or sold, with the phones or proceeds donated to no-profit domestic violence agencies.

As well as providing the phones, the program gives free airtime to victims so they can make telephone calls that are crucial to their safety and survival, such as medical, and court appointments, childcare, arranging job interviews, transportation, etc.

The HOPE Center works to safely eliminate domestic violence through intervention, prevention, and collaboration.  The HOPE Center provides free and confidential services which include the following: twenty-four hour toll free hotline 1-888-299-HOPE. Emergency thirty day shelter, transitional housing, crisis counseling/support group.  Legal advocacy, community/school education programs; and volunteer opportunities.

Donated cell phones are tax deductible and may be dropped off at the HOPE Center’s Business office or at St. Margaret Mary church in Lower Burrell.  For further information please contact the HOPE Center at 724-224-1100.
Lower Burrell Scouting News

Scouting for Food – The Boy Scout Units from Lower Burrell, Troops 141, 556 & Packs 120 & 556 will participate in the National BSA “Good Deed” – Food Drive, “Scouting for Food”.  Members of these units will canvas the City with special donation bags on Saturday, April 24th and return the following Saturday, May 1st, to gather donations for this National “Good Deed” project.  Donations of non-perishable foods, cleaning items and paper products are requested and placed in visible location by 8:30 A.M.  this has been a hallmark “Good Deed” project for our Scouting Units during the past few years, collecting over 50,000 items from the generosity of our Lower Burrell residents.  The collections are provided to local Food Banks and Family Services Agencies.  Bethel Methodist Church on Alder Street will host this project as being the optional drop-off site for donations on Saturday, May 1st.

Worn Flag Collection:  As a patriotic service to our community, worn USA Flags will be collected during the Scouting for Food collections on Saturday, May 1st.  Scouts will collect these worn flags for a proper disposal according to the U.S. Flag Code.  Flags may be placed in the Scouting for Food bags or brought to our collection site.  A Flag Retirement Ceremony is planned for Flag Day weekend, in a manner prescribed by the National Flag Foundation.  The Boy Scouts of America are sanctioned by the U.S. Congress to properly retire worn U.S. Flags.  During the past few years, our Scouts have retired nearly 1,000 Flags for our Lower Burrell Residents.

Troop 556 Eagle Scouts:  In the fall of 2003, two Scouts earned the coveted Eagle Scout Award.  Matthew Pitsch of Creighton was awarded the Eagle Scout Award on October 4, 2003.  Matt is an Honor Student at Deer Lakes High School, an active member of Bethel Methodist Church Youth Ministry Team and is planning for a career in engineering.
Mason Heberling of Upper Burrell became the 5th Eagle Scout from Troop 556, earning this achievement on December 11th, 2003.  Mason is an Honor Student at Burrell High School.  He is also an accomplished trumpeter and participates in several BHS bands.  Mason has also been invited to several regional Honor Bands is considering a career in music.
Eagle Scout Candidate:  Eric Rehberg conducted his Eagle Scout Service Project for the Tri-City Life Center in December 2003.  During the Center’s move into their new location on Leechburg Road, Eric designed and led a team to arrange and construct various display and storage facilities in their new location.  Tri-City Life Center is a Family Services non-profit organization.  Eric is an honors student at Burrell High School and an active member of the BHS and YMCA swim teams.

Troop 556 Eagle Scouts Honored:  Troop 556 Eagle Scouts Matthew Pitsch and Philip Wardoclip were among the Eagle Scouts honored at the American Legion “Youth Achievement” Award Ceremony at Soldiers and Sailors Memorial Hall on April 4th.  These Scouts were honored for their achievement and service to the community.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 92  has nominated Eagle Scout Philip Wardoclip to the Pennsylvania Department of the VFW for the VFW sponsored “National Eagle Scout of the Year Award”.

Boy Scout Troop 556 is chartered to VFW Post 92.  The troop began in May 1998 and has seen 5 scouts earn their Eagle Scout Award in 2003.  The “Trail to Eagle” is challenging and requires a scout’s dedication and support from their families and adult leaders.  The troop is welcoming young men ages 11 to 17 who want a challenging experience.
Interested boys and parents are welcome to contact Bob Shall (724-335-7072) or Committee Chairman Jim Wardoclip (724-339-1681) to arrange a visit or more information.
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