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Messages from the Mayor

Water System Sale
By now, I would guess most of you have read about the feasibility study the City of New Kensington is doing on selling the water system that serves our City and several other surrounding communities.  Our Mayor and Council has opposed this sale and are actively working to prevent it.  To this end, we have also joined forces with Arnold, Allegheny Township, Upper Burrell and Plum to oppose the sale.  The reason for the opposition is that if the sale goes through, the only thing we will see is increased water rates of 10-60% depending on the nature of the sale with no corresponding benefit.

New Kensington officials have stated they need to sell the water system to generate money to lower their residents’ taxes and promote economic development.  They project that they will receive $1.5-2 million dollars a year of income (again depending on what numbers you want to believe).  Our position is that it is not fair to Lower Burrell and surrounding communities to have rate payers solve economic problems and lower taxes for one community on the system.  Even New Kensington residents will see some portion, if not all, of their tax reduction go to increased water rates.  Only a portion of their City tax bill will be reduced.  School and County taxes will not be affected and they are a much larger portion of the total tax bill.  The water system was build to provide water at the lowest possible rates and not to generate revenue for non-water uses for one of the communities served.

Even worse, loss of control of the water system could result in water capacity from the New Kensington system being sold to other communities and limit the supply of water available to current subscribing communities.  This could ultimately stymie economic development rather than promote it.  To avoid a sale we need your help, please contact City Officials in New Kensington and express your concern, write letters to the Valley News Dispatch and attend the public meetings and be vocal about your concerns.  If you don’t do this, New Kensington Officials will take your silence as approval.  We cannot afford to let that happen.  The surrounding communities have banded together to work against the sale.  We have hired legal counsel and will file suite to stop the sale if that becomes necessary.

HELP! HELP! HELP! HELP!

Taxes and Sewage Fees
For the first time since 1997, we have had to increase taxes.  The tax increase is 0.5 mils which translates to about $12 a year for the average household.  The increase will generate about $60,000 in increased revenue.  The remaining projected budget shortfall was planned originally to be made up using monies from our surplus.  With the ability to levy an Emergency and Municipal Services Tax, we will not have any requirement to tap into our reserve.  This is important, as we will be able to stave off property tax increases for the near future.   The increase was needed to match our rapidly increasing medical costs which have more than doubled over the last five years.  We are also increasing our road improvement program and continuing to repair flood damaged areas.  Some obsolete equipment is being replaced to improve efficiency and allow us to do more with what revenue we have.

On the sewage side, there will be no increase in rates for 2005.  We are continuing to either remove or upgrade pump stations, Widmer Pump Station is scheduled for elimination and the Indian Fields Station will be upgraded, and planning to replace the main line, (about 7,000 ft). that runs along the bypass in 2006.  Smoke and dye testing has started, but we need your help and cooperation if we are ever going to get the sewer system in compliance and under control.  For those of you who are in violation our intent is to work closely with you in a cooperative manner to ease any burdens on you.  There is no desire to be heavy handed, but we all must comply with the law.  The agreement with the Municipal Sanitary Authority of New Kensington (MSANK) has been completed.  This was done by good faith negotiation and no litigation.  We have already started to move forward with other joint projects with MSANK.

Commercial Development
As stated in the media the activity that I have talked about in the last several newsletters has resulted in the sale of the Burrell Plaza (home of the former Ward’s Building) to Widewaters Group from Syracuse, New York.  This is exciting since this group works in our size market and has considerable economic investment that will bring more commercial business to our City.  Over the next few weeks I hope to meet with the developers to discuss their plans in detail.  We have already had many discussions and they understand our area and needs very well and will be a real asset to our community.  As details firm, I will release them to the newspaper to keep you up to date.

There is also a lot of activity going on at the Hillcrest Plaza.  My hope is that we will soon, but not yet, have some very positive developments there.  Once again, I will keep you posted.  I continue to hear rumors but rumors are just that.  There is nothing firm at this point about anything.  One of the things I have learned about commercial development is that you must be very patient and work very hard to sell your area.  We are doing that.

Small businesses continue to grow and thrive.  Johnston the Florist has remodeled their building, Roberta’s Lampe Shade Shop has relocated and modernized their location, Modern Nails and Kensington Financial are preparing to move to new locations in Lower Burrell.  Also, welcome to Christmas Collectibles Outlet, 2521 Leechburg Road.
We also welcome the following new and/or expanding businesses:

· Tony Buccicones Music

   Lesson Shop
          2515 Leechburg Rd.
· The Electric Shop/Roberta’s

          Lamp Shade relocated to
          2862 Leechburg Rd.
· Burrell Pharmacy
   2879 Leechburg Rd.

In the last newsletter a new business was reported as Yorktown Pharmacy, it should have read Burrell Pharmacy.  We are very sorry about the incorrect information reported.

“Shop Lower Burrell First”
Open Burning Ordinance - 2004
After multiple meetings, surveys, analysis and discussion, a modified burning ordinance is now in effect.  The main change from the previous ordinance is that burning will not be permitted from April 1st until October 1st.  There is an exception for properties of 2 acres or more, which will be allowed to burn on Tuesdays and Saturdays till noon the summer months providing the fire does not produce noxious smoke or fumes.  Basically, all that can be burned is dry yard waste without green leaves.  If there is a complaint and the ordinance officers or police substantiate the complaint, they will require the fire to be extinguished.  All elements around cooking fires or heating fires in the previous ordinance remain in place.  Burning of garbage is not permitted in the previous ordinance and not in this one.  Enforcement procedures will be increased to insure compliance.

Leash Law – Ordinance – 2004

The leash law has been expanded to include all domestic animals.  This was driven primarily by the ever increasing number of stray cats in our community.  We are entering into an agreement with Hoffman Kennels to provide for the management of these animals as we currently do with dogs.

A Message from

Councilman Regoli

New Emergency Tax –

Not a tax on Retirees!

You may have heard about the new Emergency and Municipal Services Tax that was signed into law by the Governor just before Thanksgiving recess.  This new tax replaces the $10.00 Occupational Privilege Tax that workers previously paid to the municipality in which they were employed.  The local school district received $5.00 of the tax.

The new tax is to be used exclusively for police, fire and/or emergency services; road construction and/or maintenance; or reduction in property taxes.  Like many other local municipalities, we are faced with increased costs (health insurance premiums, fuel and oil, etc.) each year that we have no control over.  We have been able to effectively manage our City for the last nine (9) years without a tax increase.  In fact, our current milage rate of 15.25 mills and our 2005 rate of 15.75 mills is the lowest rate among Third Class Cities in Westmoreland County.
The new Emergency and Municipal Services tax is not going to be an additional burden on our retirees or property owners.  This is a tax only on employed persons working in our City.  There are many workers who work in the City, but reside elsewhere.  These workers enjoy the benefits of our fine police protection, EMS services and drive on our roadways everyday.  It is they who are paying this new tax.  We do realize that there are some of you who live and work in the City and you will face an additional $42.00 each year.  We have spoken with elected officials from our neighboring communities and they have all told us that they intend to adopt the new tax as soon as possible.  So in reality, it doesn’t matter where you work, you will be paying the tax.
Lower Burrell, like most other municipalities, was not spared in 2004, the year of the disaster.  We had an extraordinary amount of expenses that are disaster related and are in the process of still tallying up our losses.  This new revenue will be used exactly as it was intended, road construction and maintenance, police, fire and EMS services.  We face difficult decisions everyday and implementing a new tax is not something that is taken lightly.  We thought long and hard about this, but in the end, the responsible thing to do was implement this new tax and continue to make Lower Burrell a great place to live and raise a family.
A Message from John Pallone

Motorized Scooters & Mini Bikes:

What you need to know

Many constituents have reported seeing young people driving motorized two-wheeled vehicles around their neighborhoods, and have asked questions regarding the rules and regulations associated with them.  Because new products are being introduced into the marketplace faster than laws can be updated to address them, it is not easy to tell you about the requirements for each kind of two-wheeled motorized vehicle that exists, but I hope you will find these general guidelines helpful.  Motorized scooters are similar to scooters many of us played on as kids, but have a small engine attached to them.  A two-wheeled vehicle made to be stood on can be powered by a gasoline or electric engine.  Motorized scooters are not permitted on Pennsylvania roadways or sidewalks, and should be used only on private property.  Mopeds, mini-bikes and pocket bikes look like mini motorcycles that you sit on.  They can be powered by gasoline or electric.  They generally go about 20-30 mph, but some can reach higher speeds.  They also are not permitted on Pennsylvania sidewalks or roads, and may only be used on private property.  The exception to this is the fancier, more expensive motor-driven cycles that are manufactured to meet the Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards.  These vehicles will have a certification label on them that says the manufacturer is aware of the federal law and that the vehicle complies with federal standards.

Because these motorbikes are classified as motor vehicles, they must be registered, inspected and insured like any other motor vehicle operated on roadways.  Operators must have a valid driver’s license and use a helmet if required by law.  I hope clarification on this matter will help you maintain the safety of your children and your neighborhoods.

A Message from

Lower Burrell Police Department

Happy Holidays!!
With the holiday season upon us, many will be celebrating with friends and family, and attending holiday parties.  We hope that everyone has a great time and takes full advantage of the festivities the season offers.  Just as we hope you have a fun holiday season we also hop you have a safe one.  If your holiday festivities include the use of alcoholic beverages, please do so responsibly.
With the increase in parties and festivities, police officers often see an increase in alcohol related traffic collisions and violations.  If you have been drinking, please take advantage of a designated driver, call a taxi, or have a friend drive you.  With the State of Pennsylvania lowering the blood alcohol context to .08%, it does not take much for a person to reach the legal level of intoxication with respect to driving a motor vehicle.  If you are arrested and convicted for driving under the influence of alcohol, even a first offense, can result in thousands of dollars in fines, a license suspension and even jail time.  Even worse, a choice to drink and drive can result in a collision that could seriously injure or kill someone.  Please think twice before drinking and driving this holiday season.
On a related note, it is also illegal for adults to provide alcoholic beverages to anyone under the age of 21.  Parent, please do not supply your kid’s party with alcoholic beverages just to be cool in their eyes.  This is a serious offence and you put many people at risk by such an action.  In addition to the obvious risk of being responsible for a kid being injured, killed or arrested, you would also face a misdemeanor charge of furnishing alcohol to minors.  When it comes to underage drinking, please be a parent not a cool peer.  If you have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to call the police station and speak to an officer.  Thank you and have a safe, happy holiday season.

Police Department Wins

Honorable Mention Award
On November 1st, 2004, the Lower Burrell Police Department won an Honorable Mention Award for our Alzheimer’s Identification Program at the Sheraton Hotel Station Square.  The Award was presented to Chief Tracy Lindo on behalf of the Police Department at the 4th Annual Amen Corner Senator John Heinz Law Enforcement Awards Luncheon.  We won the award in the category of the Police Department which has implemented an outstanding program that could serve as a model for other departments.  The program’s goal is to identify community members that suffer from such mental disabilities as Alzheimer’s disease and Dementia.  The Lower Burrell Police Department was the only Award recipient from Westmoreland County, all other award winners were from Allegheny County.
For more information on this program and others, please contact the Police Department at 724-339-4287.
Your Family Using the Internet
The internet can be a wonderful tool for children and youths.  Homework:  kids can use the most current news, encyclopedias and other sources of materials to find information on.  Communication:  kids can use email and public message boards to keep in touch with family and friends.  Entertainment and Education:  kids can use the internet to make a virtual visit to a museum, take a college course, play games, etc.

But the internet can also be dangerous.  Here are some things families can do to encourage today’s computer-savvy young people to be computer safe.  Using the computer is a family affair.  Agree on a list of rules and post it by the computer.  The internet, how late they can surf the web, and whether or not they are allowed to make purchases over the web.  Talk to your kids... keep the lines of communication open.

Meeting People Online
· As a general rule, children should never plan to meet anybody in person, when a face to face meeting seems appropriate, the person is a student.  Ex.  the meeting should be in a public place.

· Children should never give out any personal information over the internet.
· No pictures, letters and phone calls should be exchanged with an online acquaintance without your approval. 

· If an online acquaintance send your children email that makes them uncomfortable or that they know is obscene.
· When making online purchases children need to learn to be savvy customers.  The term “free” doesn’t always mean free.

Encourage an attitude of healthy skepticism towards websites that offer prizes or giveaways.  Establish explicit rules for online purchases, including documentation to be kept.  The internet has changed the way children do schoolwork.  However, they need to realize that information is not free.  Children must rewrite and paraphrase not just copy.  Internet crime should be reported.

Cybertipline 1-800-843-5678

Lower Burrell Police 724-339-4287

Public Works
By Councilwoman Irene Karrs

Street Department

It is hard to believe but winter is upon us again.  During this time of the year the Street Department begins preparations for that four-letter word, SNOW.  We have already installed our salt spreaders on the plow trucks and are ready for anything that nature can throw at us.  The big question is  Are you ready?  I ask this question because there are things that you can do to help the Street Department.  

· When a storm is approaching and you have off street parking, please remove your vehicles from the street.  There are several areas within the city where the roads are narrow and plowing is difficult.  If the plow trucks can not make it through, it will be necessary to skip the blocked street until the cars are moved.  Your cooperation in this matter will be greatly appreciated.

· If you have a basketball hoop mounted near the street, either remove it or turn it around so that it does not face the street.  When the plow trucks are spreading salt or cinders, the beds of the trucks are lifted up and can catch anything that is overhanging the edge of the street.

· Please do not call to request that your street be plowed first.  Over the years a well-defined snow route has been developed.  This plan is the fastest way to clear all the roads of the city in the shortest span of time.  The only time that we vary from this plan is when we are contacted by the ambulance service or the fire department so that they can answer an emergency call.

· If you have a non-emergency request for service that is not related to snow removal, we ask that you delay calling us until after a snowstorm has passed.  

· Your patience during the winter season is always appreciated.  The street department strives to deliver a level of service that is not easily matched by any other community.  Many communities wait until there are two to three inches of snowfall before they even begin their removal process.  Our policy is that once the snow begins to stick we treat the most dangerous roads first and then begin our regular rounds. 

· Another major problem is when residents push their driveway snow into the street.  Often they simply leave this snow directly in the middle of a driving lane.  Existing City Ordinance states “no person shall deposit or cause to be deposited any snow or ice on or immediately next to a fire hydrant or on a sidewalk, roadway, or loading and unloading areas of a public transportation system,…”.

One of the biggest complaints that we receive during snow removal operations is “Why did you plow my driveway shut.”  It must always seem that our plow trucks pass by just as you have completed shoveling your driveway.  Believe me when I say that this is not done intentionally.  Since there are over 4000 driveways in the City of Lower Burrell, it is impossible to take the time to stop and clear each and every driveway.  I suggest that if you are clearing your driveway that you do not do the last six feet until our trucks have passed.  Please remember that we will be making repeated trips during a continuing snowfall and will also probably perform touchup work well after the snowfall has stopped.

Sewer Department

During the second week of November the Sewer Department, with the assistance of the Street Department, undertook the largest sanitary line replacement project performed with our own workers.  This was the infamous Craigdell Rd project that required the daily closure of the roadway.  The line was originally constructed in 1960 and has been repaired five times in the last six months.  This project was originally planned for a two week complete closure but due to the diligent work of the Public Works Department we were able to complete the job four days early.  This project would have cost the City $40,000 if it was designed and constructed by outside contractors but by using our own labor and equipment the final cost was only $17,403.  We realize that this was an inconvenience for many people that use this road during their daily commute but it was necessary due to the existing line breaking on a regular basis.  Your patience during the construction was greatly appreciated. 

In the last few months we have been testing some of the sanitary sewer lines in the City for infiltration and inflow of stormwater into the sanitary lines.  This infiltrating stormwater causes increased flows in the sanitary lines which then causes surcharging during heavy rainfalls and prevents the treatment plant from performing its function.  We have identified several sources of water that will have to be removed from the system.  In the following weeks we will be sending letters to homeowners telling them of their problem areas and the repairs that will have to be performed.  These corrective actions are being mandated by the PA Department of Environmental Protection as part of our Act 537 Plan. 
Help Wanted
The City of Lower Burrell has been accepted to receive a grant from the Pennsylvania Higher Education Assistance Agency (PHEAA).   This grant will allow the City to employ up to four college students during their spring and summer vacations.  The students will be paid directly by the State and the City will incur only minor insurance costs.  The students will work directly for the City Engineer studying the local stormwater system and will help meet new DEP requirements.  

We encourage you to contact Christine Schubert, Public Works Secretary, from 9:00 am to 12 noon at 724-889-2008 for information on how to apply.   The only requirements are that the student is an undergraduate enrolled at an eligible Pennsylvania State University (Penn State and others) and meets financial requirements.  They also must be enrolled as an engineering or environmental science major.

The City will also be accepting applications for summer help to work with the Street Department workers.  They will be employed directly by the City.  The work is primarily placing asphalt and every day maintenance work.  Applications are always available at the receptionist’s desk.

A Message from Public Safety

Councilman Richard W. Lippert

Statewide Building Code (Act-45 Uniform Construction Code)
This year Pennsylvania became the 48th State to enact a statewide building code.  This new comprehensive building code establishes minimum standards for all construction.  The State’s 2,565 municipalities are mandated to decide on two options, 1) opt-out requires state enforcement and third party agencies, 2) opt-in requires local governments to provide enforcement.

By opting-out applicants for permits would be required to contract with third party agencies for all residential projects.  Commercial projects would fall under the jurisdiction of the Department of Labor & Industry and require their approval.  By opting-in municipalities would have full jurisdiction on enforcement of all codes.  After careful consideration, Mayor & Council decided to take a pro-active approach and opted-in to provide local enforcement.  This decision was based on what would be most beneficial to the community.  Some of the benefits include cost control on permits, efficient turn-around on permit approvals and the provision for a user friendly service.

Michael Nedley, current Zoning & Ordinance Officer was appointed as the Building Code Official making him responsible for administration of local enforcement.  He is responsible for obtaining all necessary State certifications mandated by the State for enforcement.  For more information on the Statewide Building Code you can visit the Department of Labor & Industry’s website at www.dli.state.pa.us\codes.

When do I need a permit?
Although not an inclusive list, permits are basically required for a new construction, adding onto an existing structure or any structural alteration to an existing building.  Permits are typically not required for any type of maintenance item such as window replacement, shingle replacement, or siding replacement.  For more information when a building permit is necessary, please contact Michael Nedley at 724-335-9875, ext. 205.

Helpful Tips
Smoke Alarms:  Smoke alarms should be installed on every level of each structure and in the hallway leading into the bedrooms.  Keep your batteries fresh by replacing them every year when you adjust your clocks.

Electrical Outlets:  Never overload an outlet with more appliances than it is designed to hold.  One spark could start a very serious fire.  Be sure to use a safe powerstrip with surge protection 
or unplug appliances when they are not being used.  Also avoid using appliances with damaged cords.  Building codes require homes to be built with a ground fault interrupter (GFI) in each outlet located near a water source (kitchen sink, bathroom basin, or bathtub).  Older homes may not have these but homeowners can have GFI’s installed.

Furnaces:  If your furnace does not have enough air to properly burn fuel it will starve.  This allows partially burned fuel and carbon monoxide to infiltrate back into your home causing illness or even death.  You can prevent this from occurring by having your furnace and chimney inspected and cleaned once a year by a qualified heating specialist.
E-Newsletter Announcement
As a result of many inquiries, the City will now make available it’s newsletter via e-mail.  This is a continuation of a program that commenced last year to upgrade our computer facilities to provide information to our residents as economically as possible.  Printing the newsletter and associated postage is quite expensive.

If you would desire to receive the newsletter via e-mail, please respond to newsletter@cityoflowerburrell.com.  Type newsletter onto the subject line and give us your name, mailing address and e-mail address.  Please be assured that our policy prohibits the selling of any e-mail list we have, all information will be kept confidential.

NEW RECYCLING SCHEDULE
Inserted into this newsletter is the 2005 recycling pick up schedule.  This schedule has been modified to coincide with the actual days the recycling contractor is able to pick up your recyclable items.  Please make a note of this change and place your recycling containers at the curb the evening before your scheduled pick up date. 

























