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Messages from the Mayor

As we move forward through 2008 the economic environment around us and throughout the country continues to deteriorate.  The high price of gasoline is having a significant impact on our costs to operate since everything that is in any way oil related is seeing rapid price increases.  Our gasoline, asphalt, pipe and delivered supplies are all higher than estimated when we prepared the 2008 budget.  We are cutting where we can and ask for your patience in getting through these difficult times.

There are also a number of positives.  Dandyview Estates along Route 780 is under construction and preparing for a second phase to include carriage homes and single family dwellings.  Rabbit Foot Lake condominium development is nearly finished with the required permits and plans to start construction this summer.  Glenmore Estates is planning expansion to its existing development.  These are all significant growth patterns for our City and account for millions of dollars of new construction.

A number of new businesses have either opened or expanding including:

Burrell Pharmacy - Expanded

2889 Leechburg Road

Game Stop – Opening Soon

Hillcrest Shopping Center

Sophia’s – Formerly Bright Ideas

3083 Leechburg Road

The Lesson Loft


3033 Leechburg Road

Walgreen – Construction to start

Greensburg Road
(Next to McDonalds)

Enterprise Rent-A-Car


3251 Leechburg Road

Emily’s Nails

       (Formerly Distilo Tailors)


2723 Leechburg Road

Fancy Lady Bridal & Boutique

   2885 Leechburg Road

Villa Ballanca


2740 Leechburg Road

American Red Cross

2895A Leechburg Road

Fibbers (Formerly Rascals)

1155 Wildlife Lodge Road

Sadly we have suffered some significant losses also with the bankruptcy of Prizants and the sudden departure of Fashion Bug, Lighthouse Insurance and Yarn ‘N Darn.

I have been involved in a number of discussions/meetings with Widewaters Corporation, who owns the site of the former Wards/Penney’s/Blockbuster.  This shopping center continues to be their high priority item.  We have discussed a number of options.  Their priority continues to be retail development for the site and they are currently laying out plans for renovation to improve the marketability.

A number of other deals are also being worked out to further improve our retail development.  Watch the newspaper for information as these opportunities become realities.  Lower Burrell continues to be an excellent place to do business.  Think of the things that have happened recently; Aldi’s built a new store, Valley Veterinary built a new State of the Art clinic, McDonald’s  built a beautiful new facility and Steve and Barry’s opened just to name a few.
The direction of this trend depends on you.  All of these merchants depend on you and residents from surrounding communities to spend their shopping dollars here.  If you want the merchants to be here in the future, you need to support them through these difficult times, now.

Remember:

Shop Lower Burrell!

How Can I Help? - As you know we have a number of vacancies throughout our business district.  If you know of or hear that someone is looking for retail space, office space, etc. please call me.  I will contact them immediately to let them know why Lower Burrell is “One Great City”.

Beautification - Another way for each of you to help is to keep the area surrounding you neat and clean.  We continually fight the battle of keeping grass and weeds cut, removing junk vehicles, etc.  We have a City that is very beautiful.  Let’s keep it that way!

Merchants Association - Something exciting has happened within the business community, Lower Burrell Merchants Association in cooperation with City government, was formed.  The organizations members are working together to promote business in Lower Burrell.  New members are welcome.

The officers of the newly formed organization are:

· Dan Sevic – President

· David Magill – Vice President

· Lucy Marsico-Knapek – Treasurer

· Shirley Sanders – Secretary

Through activities, promotions and networking, the association will go a long way to strengthen the business climate in our City.

Soon to be online will be a new website highlighting the City.  The address for the website will be www.Shoplowerburrell.com.
City Clerk on the Scene
Welcome Kelly Cook as our new City Clerk, Kelly has a master’s degree in Public Administration from Bowling Green State University.  She has 17 years experience as the Township Manager in Tobyhanna and Kingston Township.  Kelly is bringing a whole new set of perspectives and is anxious to be heavily involved in moving our City forward.  Her husband, David, is a retired police officer.  They have three daughters aged 11 and 9 year old twins.
Weather Sirens - On the first Saturday of each month the weather sirens will be tested.  The sirens are placed throughout the City.  They are for weather warnings only.  Bruce Bartrug our Emergency Management Coordinator has been hard at work to insure the sirens will work and will begin informing areas such as nursing homes, schools, etc. on how to recognize the warning and what actions to take.  The sirens will only be activated when there is a severe weather warning such as tornado warning or flash flood warning.

Gasoline Metering System Grant - Many thanks to Representative Pallone for obtaining a $10,000.00 grant for the City to obtain a new gasoline metering system.  The old system failed completely.  Representative Pallone, as he has done often, immediately came to our assistance when asked.  Thank you.

Ed Rhodes Retires - After 34 years of service Ed Rhodes has retired from the Public Works Department.  Although Ed worked on anything to deal with Public Works, he is probably best remembered for running the street sweeper.  Rumor even has it that he tried to take the sweeper with him claiming it seemed like a family member.  Good Luck Ed and may you have many, many happy retirement years.

50th Anniversary - On August 7th, 2008 at 7:00 p.m. we will hold our first meeting on planning our 50th Anniversary as a Third Class City.  So far about 10 people have volunteered to help.  We will need many more as well as every organization in the City.  Please plan to attend and see what you can do to help.

Property Tax/Rent Rebates - Deadline Extended - Representative Pallone - The deadline to apply for the State’s 2007 Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program has been extended to the end of the year.

The Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program provides rebates on the previous year’s property taxes or rent to income-eligible residents who are 65 or older, 50 and older and widowed or 18 or older with a permanent disability.

The income limit for homeowners is $35,000, for renters $15,000.  Applicants only have to count half of any Social Security or federal railroad retirement benefits when calculating their income.

The maximum rebate is $650.00. Please contact Representative Pallone for more information, applications for the Property Tax/Rent Rebate Program or application assistance.

Recycle Bins - Don’t forget there are recycle bins located in the following areas:

· Lower Burrell VFD #1
· Lower Burrell VFD #3

· Lower Burrell VFD #4

· City Hall

· Burrell High School

· Burrell Middle School

· Bon Air

· Stewart

They are provided by Pennsylvania Cleanways to give you a place to recycle magazines, phone directories.  They are not for garbage disposal.  Please help.

A Message from the

Treasurer’s Office
Phone:  724-337-4381

City and County Real Estate Taxes were mailed on February 28th and are now due at face by June 30th. These are two separate taxes that are mailed in the same envelope.

2008 School Taxes will be mailed out on August 1st. Taxpayers may again this year make three (3) equal installments on their school property taxes at the face amount. The three installments must be paid in September, October and November. For more information please call the Treasurers Office between 9 am and 5 pm at 724-337-4381.

Lower Burrell Tax forms can be found on the city’s web site at www.cityoflowerburrell.com.  Forms included on the web are New Resident, Landlord Tenant, Business Registration, LST Refund Request, LST Exemption, EMS Tax Refund and Business Privilege Tax. 

After Hours Drop Boxes are located outside the drive thru window and on the right side of the back entrance. All Tax payments and sewage payments may be made after hours and will be credited the next business day.

Happy Retirement to Victoria Farina who retired on January 7th 2008 after 12 years of dedicated service to the City of Lower Burrell. Best wishes from Jean, Nancy, Michelle, Nita and new City Treasurer Brian Eshbaugh who took office on January 7th. 

A Message from

Lower Burrell Police Department

Law Change:
“Steer Clear”

Section 3327 of the Pennsylvania Vehicle Code states that when approaching or passing an emergency response area, a person, unless otherwise directed by an emergency service responder, shall:  pass in a lane not adjacent to that of the emergency response area, if possible, or if passing in a non-adjacent lane is impossible, illegal or unsafe, pass the emergency response area at a careful and prudent reduced speed reasonable for safely passing the emergency response area.  The fine for this violation can be up to $250.00 along with a 90 day drivers license suspension.
Resident ID Program Expanded
Back in August 2002 the Police Department instituted a program to help ensure the safety of the residents suffering from alzheimers disease.  In March of this year we expanded the progrm to include special needs.  Any resident with a special need, child or adult, can pick up a form at the Police Department and fill it out along with a picture.  A file containing all pertinent information will be kept at the station.  This can be advantageous to officers in the event they come in contact with the individual and he/she is unable to communicate or is confused as to where they live.

Hopefully by having this information, this will result in the safe return of your loved one.  For additional information contact the Police Department at 724-339-4287.

Lower Burrell Police Department

Achieves Accreditation
In February 2008 the Lower Burrell Police Deparment became the 50th Police Department, out of approximately 1,200 Departments, in the State of Pennsylvania, and the only City in Westmoreland County to achieve accreditation status.  The accreditation program, which is sanctioned by the Pennsylvania’s Chief’s of Police Association, is a policy generating program.  The goal of this program is to ensure police agencies in Pennsylvania operate in a professional manner by directing the individual department through a two-phase process.  The first phase of the accreditation program identified as many as 124 standards for which the candidate department must develop a written policy.  These policies must adhere to the criteria set forth in the standards.  Standards in the accreditation program range from the administration of the police department; to daily patrol and call-response protocols; to investigations and the handling of evidence and prisoners; and finally to required legal mandates that all Pennsylvania departments must comply.
The second phase of the program required the department to show compliance with the required policies by exhibiting two forms of documentation proving that the department complied with the policies generated for the accreditation standards.

Upon completion of the two phases the department applied for an evaluation.  Three accreditation assessment officers from the middle and eastern part of the state spent two days at the police department and conducted an evaluation of the department’s policies nad compliance proofs.  The assessors also observed the police department’s basic operations, interviewed various officers and shadowed officers in the performance of their duties.  Based on that evaluation, the assessment team voted to confer accreditation status of the Lower Burrell Police Department.

This reflects that your police department does things properly as per established professional standards.

Public Works

By Councilwoman Irene Karrs

W. Scott Johnson, Acting Foreman
Public Works Department
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W. Scott Johnson started a new position in the Public Works Department on June 2, 2008 as the new foreman. Scott has nine consecutive years experience in the Sewer Department and a large amount of heavy equipment and construction experience from family related businesses.  He and his family, wife Jennifer and a daughter, Taylor and son, Cameron are residents of Lower Burrell.  Since being raised in the City, Scott is very conscious of its needs and wishes with the residents help that it be a City to be proud of.  If you have any issues please call him at his office, 724-335-9875, ext. 210.

Street Department
Since the City has received a CDBG Grant the Street Department is undertaking a large project that was started at the beginning of May.  This Grant is being used for new drainage pipe, catch basins and paving of the roads in the Kinloch area.  Due to the age of the area, the project is slow moving since there is underground utility pipes, some operating and some old not being used, that need to be tested before we can go forward.  We ask for your patience during this project as we are working toward a “better ending”.  Other items in the Department that we will be doing are base repairs to failed roads, cracked sealing and anything else that may require attention. 
Please notify our office if there is a pothole, fallen stop sign or road sign, street light out, etc. at 724-335-9875, ext. 232.
Sewer Department
Last fall the Public Works Department placed 5,900 ft. of sewer line from Route 780 to Miller’s Lane.  This was quite an ambitious task for a small group of men, but with excellent results.  This project enabled two new sections on Route 780 to be developed with additional tax base for the City.  The Sewer Department is now in the process of doing the landscape work that is required after the line installation.  This means moving dirt, pulling out rocks, reseeding the yards that were disturbed and stabilizing creek walls.  This work will be done in addition to the maintenance of the Pump Stations, which handle our sewage before it goes to the treatment plant.

We are working for you!

Smoke & Dye Testing Update
We had previously reported in the December 2007 newsletter that dye testing would be completed by January of this year.  Due to circumstances beyond our control we had to put everything on hold. The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has replaced the Department of Environmental Protection as the primary agency.  The City has been given another year in which to comply with the mandate of disconnecting from the sanitary system.

We want to thank all the residents who have complied with the request to disconnect all down spouts and driveway drains from the sanitary system.

The Kinloch area is the last area to be dye tested and as soon as our projects for the summer months are completed, we will complete dye testing in Kinloch and review all other areas in which homes are still connected.  For all the homeowners who have called to say they have disconnected we will be going back to those areas to perform another dye test in order to follow the EPA’s mandate.

We encourage any homeowner who is still connected to disconnect and call our office with your name, phone and address so we can add you to our list of homes that are disconnected.  Please call Chris Schubert at 724-889-2008.
A Message from

Councilman Frank Trozzi

Parks & Public Property

Hello again and thank you for taking a few minutes to read about some of the things going on with the City Parks.

NSA Tournament

(National Softball Association)

Burrell Fast-Pitch Softball League has successfully landed for the second consecutive year “Rumble on the River” girl’s Fast-Pitch softball tournament to be held at Wolf Pack Park and various other locations throughout the City.  The tournament will be July 4th, 5th, and 6th.  The games start at noon on July 4th and 8:00 a.m. on the 5th & 6th.  There are currently 34 teams registered for this event, and includes teams as far away as Ohio and Michigan.  Because this is a NSA Sponsored Event there will be a scholarship available to one deserving young lady.  This is a major event and will bring many visitors to our City.  Please plan on coming out to see some exciting action and share in good food and camaraderie.  Thank you from the City to the officers and supporters of the Fast-Pitch League.  Congratulations to Burrell Fast-Pitch and good luck to the Burrell teams. 
Branch Recycling

Note!  Note!  Note!

SUMMER - Open hours are Monday thru Thursday from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Friday – Sunday dawn to dusk

Thank you for your time.  As always, give me a call if you have any questions or suggestions.  

A Message from

Councilman Joseph Grillo

Public Safety
Summer’s Here!!
With summer finally here, it means school’s out and many outside activities.  Be cautious when driving because you never know when a child will dart in front of a car or fall off of a bike into traffic.  While bicycling or skateboarding remember to wear all of the necessary safety equipment.  While swimming always use the buddy system.  While walking your dog please be a good neighbor and scoop if your dog leaves something. 

Readdressing - All of the streets and the house numbers that need changed have been identified and turned over to the County for re-addressing.  In the near future those homes with new addresses will be contacted by the County.  After this is completed we are working on an ordinance where everyone will have to have their addresses prominently displayed.  We apologize for this temporary inconvenience however this will help all of the emergency personnel if they need to come to your aid.  If we save one person or someone’s property it will be worth it.  We worked diligently for the least amount of changes to correct this problem.

Code Inspection - We should have our code inspectors in place by August 1, so we can move forward with the ordinance on resale and rental properties to protect our neighborhoods from becoming blighted and unsafe due to the lack of maintenance, particularly from absentee landlords.

American Red Cross - We welcome the Red Cross to our community.  Whether it is a blood drive, disaster or sending packages to our soldiers they are there.  I attended the ribbon cutting ceremony and was amazed at all of the things they do within the community.  If you want to volunteer for a worthy organization they can use you.  Welcome Red Cross!

In closing I want to thank the American Legion, VFW and the people attending the Memorial Day parade and services.  It was uplifting coming down the parade route to see all of the people honoring our veterans and supporting our troops.  Let’s keep this tradition along, “Lest we never forget” hope to see you on Veterans Day.
How Did They Know?

Did you ever wonder how someone was privy to events occurring in the city prior to any public announcement?  The answer is simple.  They subscribe to the city’s electronic distribution of the newsletter.  Join in and be better informed by receiving  the newsletter  before it goes to print.

To enroll, respond to newsletter@cityoflowerburrell.com  Type newsletter in the subject line and provide your name, address and e-mail address.  All information is confidential, we do not share this information with any one or any organization; we do not sell our lists and our site is spam free.
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