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The monthly Parks Commission Meeting of the City of Lower Burrell was held on Monday, March 22, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at City Hall.  The following were in attendance:  Doug Montanari, Karen Leslie, Linda Kendrick, Scott Johnson, and Councilman Frank Trozzi.  Absent were Sam Febbraio, and Paulette Seitz.
Public Attendance:

David Florek and Tony Farina
Minutes:

Motion made by Mrs. Leslie, second by Mrs. Kendrick to accept the minutes from January 25, 2010.
Correspondence:
Councilman Trozzi had a letter dated March 9, 2010 from Mr. Spiering’s second grade class at Bon Air Elementary School.  It read:
“Dear Mr. Trozzi:

We are Mr. Spiering’s second grade class at Bon Air Elementary School.  We are studying bats and are writing to find out if we could donate a bat box we made to be hung at Burrell Lake Park.  Bats are a great help to people.  They eat the bugs that bite us and eat farmer’s crops.  The park has a lake that is home to many insects that bats eat and is a wonderful source of water for them to drink.  Burrell Lake Park is also a safe place for a bat box because that habitat outside of the park is slowly being destroyed.  Bat boxes are a great shelter for bats to rest and hibernate.  They also keep them safe from predators.  A bat box might also draw more children to the park to see these interesting creatures and help people not be afraid or scared of bats.  Thank you for taking the time to read our letter.  If you would consider taking our bat box for the lake, please let us know what you decide.  Sincerely, Mr. Spiering’s second grade class, Bon Air Elementary School.”  

It was decided to accept the bat box and place it at Burrell Lake Park.

Report of Officers:

Chairperson – Mr. Montanari reported and questioned the following:
1. When will the turf damage at Wolf Pack be repaired that was caused by snow damage?  Mr. Johnson has it scheduled for repair, but needs it to dry out first.  Mr. Montanari agreed.

2. The flag current flying at Wolf Pack is not lit.  It will be taken down until lighting is obtained.  Mr. Florek will get prices on lighting and electric.

3. Mr. Montanari will meet with Mr. Florek about mowing guide lines.
4. Men’s Baseball League was discussed.  It must be stressed that their trucks cannot go on the field.  The League wants to purchase a mower and a 10 x 10 shed.  The shed and how to mow the grass correctly were discussed.
5. There was a question if the Burrell High School Soccer team has been using the soccer field at Burrell Lake or will they be going to Wolf Pack Park.  The issue of trash and garbage will have to be addressed no matter where they play.
6. Bocce courts are completed, but are not completed according to the drawings.  It needs to be completed to keep cars out.
7. There are three picnic tables at Wolf Pack by pavilions that need lumber.  There were two picnic tables that were left out all winter.  

8. The long fence along Greensburg Road at Kinloch Park is damaged.  Mr. Florek will look into this.

9. Ballards were discussed.

10. The problem of quads and motorcycles were discussed at Wolf Pack Park.

11. Burrell Lake Park signage was discussed but no time lines were established.
Vice Chairperson – The Easter egg hunt scheduled for March 27, 2010 was discussed.  Mr. Montanari will spread the straw, and Mrs. Leslie needs help to place the eggs.  Mr. Florek will need to provide the signs.  Valos donated 25 chocolate bunnies valued at $3 each.  Eggs will be filled with the leftover candy for residents at Belair Nursing Home, Logan House, and Bayberry Court.  Eggs will also be delivered to residents receiving Meals on Wheels.  Each egg has a sticker with the Parks Commission’s name on it.  It was discussed changing the time for next year egg hunt.  The event will be postponed only if there is a heavy downpour.
Secretary – No report

Treasurer – No report

Report of Council Representative:
Jason Devlin attended the meeting and expressed an interest in becoming a member of the Parks Commission.  A letter needs to be submitted to Mayor and Council to be acted on at a council meeting.  The Parks Commission welcomes this new potential member.
Park Maintenance (Dave Florek)

The report of Dave Florek was read.  His report for the months of February and March, 2010 were attached to the agenda.  Paperwork has been submitted to Westmoreland/Fayette for summer workers; the program would be for just six weeks.  Handicapped accessible wheelchair picnic tables have been built and approved by a representative from the VA.

Old Business:

None
New Business:

Mr. Tony Farina was in attendance and reported on the progress of available pending grants.  He informed those present that the emphasis for grants is on trails and parks.  There were suggested projects such as a dog park, a trail up to Prospect Circle from Wolf Pack, completion of the curbing around the bocce courts, the water collection area, and the front entrance.  
Mr. Montanari reported that the Girls Fastpitch Softball who does the Rumble on the River tournament is having a spaghetti dinner on April 10, 2010.  They have also scheduled a golf outing planned for May 8, 2010.

Public Comment:
Pat Kondratovich, a Lower Burrell resident in attendance, reported on the playground in Braeburn Heights.  There is vandalism, dangerous litter such as broken glass, and a dangerous hole there.  Because of the deterioration of this playground, she felt it should be closed if it is not going to be maintained.  Councilman Trozzi apologized for the condition and promised to have the playground cleaned up.
Cameron Johnson and his friend Cade were in attendance to respectfully ask the Park Commission if they would consider building a skate park.  They have already attended an agenda meeting and were advised to address the Parks Commission.  Councilman Trozzi explained that there had been an interest in the past but after investigation found that there was a liability the City was unwilling to take on.  Councilman Trozzi talked with the two young men and reviewed the drawings and plans they had prepared.  
Adjournment:

With no further business coming before the Parks Commission, a motion was made by Mrs. Leslie, seconded by Mrs. Kendrick to adjourn the meeting at 8:38 pm.
Chairman Doug Montanari
Secretary, Paulette “Charlie” Seitz

