JUNE 16, 2010
The Regular Monthly Meeting of the Lower Burrell Planning Commission was held on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building at 2800 Bethel Street, Lower Burrell, PA 15068.  Present were Ray Rieser, David Kristof, Robert Hrivnak, Janet Ryan, Ordinance Officer Michael G. Nedley, and Public Safety Director Councilman Grillo.  Absent was Aaron Kress.
MINUTES:

Motion by Mr. Hrivnak, second by Mr. Kristof to approve the minutes of the May 19, 2010 meeting.  All in favor.

CORRESPONDENCE:  
Letter from Lower Burrell Municipal Authority.  It was read into the minutes by Mr. Rieser.

“Dear Mayor, Council, and Commission Members:

The Lower Burrell Municipal Authority had a discussion regarding sewage facilities and fees at their regular meeting held June 15, 2010.  Based on this discussion, the Authority recommends the following changes regarding sanitary sewage facilities, fees, and operations in the City of Lower Burrell.  Since the changes are to City Ordinances, any revisions must be enacted by the City with recommendations from the Planning Commission.

1. All sanitary sewer facilities will be public property, owned by the Lower Burrell Municipal Authority and operated by the City of Lower Burrell as per the operating agreement between the Lower Burrell Municipal Authority and the City of Lower Burrell.  Section 1340.04 of the Planning and Zoning Code (Attachment 1) should be changed to require that any extension of the sewer system must become a public system, constructed in accordance with the sewage manual procedures and requirements, with inspection by and/or approved by the Lower Burrell Municipal Authority.

Historically, private sanitary sewer collection facilities become public facilities, often via a process causing distress, problems and unnecessary cost to the users.  It’s best to have the facilities public from the beginning.

Legally, the City of Lower Burrell has the ultimate responsibility for the maintenance and operation of all (public and private) sanitary sewage facilities in their municipality, thus any operation or problem not dealt with by the private owner will be dealt with by the City of Lower Burrell at public expense.

2. Subcollectors/branches or whatever vernacular term applied to them (namely multiple laterals connected to a private sanitary sewage collection line, which then  is “tapped into” the public sanitary sewage collection facilities).  Each residential unit must be individually “tapped into” the public sanitary sewage facilities.

An example of the current and proposed facilities is included as Attachment 2.

3. Residential and subdivision, planned residential development, condominium, etc. tap-in-fees should be the same.  The multi-family section of Resolution 8-2004 (Attachment 3) should be changed to $1,525.00.  This impacts Section 933.08 – Connection Charges (Attachment 4).

Sincerely yours,

/s/DAVID A. WOHLEBER, Secretary

Lower Burrell Municipal Authority”
Mr. Wohleber was present and agreed to answer questions of the Planning Commission.  Mr. Kopelman, present at the meeting, had questions of Mr. Wohleber.  He also commented that in his opinion, this would not affect current projects, only projects from the date the ordinance was passed.  Any existing projects that are private would not be impacted by a past ordinance, only by exercising the Authority’s power of eminent domain.  He also commented that it is a good idea going forward, but would not work retrospectively.
Mr. Ziccarelli also commented on the proposal that the more individual taps are made on a main line might become a problem.

Mr. Kristof questioned if the intention was to assure all future taps cannot be private or taking on things from the past.  Mr. Wohleber commented that they are looking to the future.  Phillip Pater, in attendance, also had questions that were answered by Mr. Wohleber.  
After much discussion, motion by Mr. Kristof, second by Mr. Hrivnak that Mr. Rieser will write a letter supporting the Authority’s intentions expressed in this letter.  All in favor.

OLD BUSINESS:

Puckety Church Condominium Association requesting modification to street grade for acceptance by the City of Lower Burrell, tax map # 17-06-05, parcels 31 to 103, zoned S-1.  Fred C. Jug, Jr., Brandt, Milnes and Rea, 11th floor Grant Building, Pittsburgh, PA  15219 was present representing the 73 unit owners of the Puckety Church Condomium Association.  They were requesting a modification of the plans that were previously approved.  (He was referencing Code 10706, the section that pertains to modifications.)  The Association is requesting that the street be accepted as a public street.  Residents of the Puckety Church Condomium felt that when they were buying the condominiums the roads would be public roads not roads owned by the Association.  Mr. Kopelman, representing Mr. Ziccarelli also addressed the board.  Members of the Planning Commission had been provided an as built drawing for their reference.    Mr. Rieser did not see a problem provided that things are brought up to the standards the City is asking.  It would be the Planning Commission’s recommendation to ask for a “Hold Harmless Clause” (basically an insurance policy).  Mr. Rieser commented that the problem with the change and the grade should have been called to the Planning Commission’s attention during the construction process, not after the fact.  The Planning Commission wants it understood that this is in no way setting a precedent for the future.  If and when a problem arises during construction, it needs to be addressed and the Planning Commission should be a party to any problem as it occurs in the process rather than after the fact.  Motion by Mrs. Ryan, second by Mr. Hrivnak to support the request for modification to street grade for acceptance by the Puckety Church Condominium Association, tax map # 17-06-05, parcels 31 to 103, zoned S-1.  The Planning Commission was thanked by Mr. Ziccarelli’s attorney in his behalf.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Claudia and Thomas Latona, 303 Claremont Drive, requesting a simple subdivision on property identified as tax map # 17-04-00-0-083 and 17-04-14-0-050, zoned R-1.  Mr. and Mrs. Latona were represented by an engineer from Alpha Engineering Company.  The Board was informed of what the Latona’s intentions were to do in requesting this simple subdivision.  Mr. Nedley reminded the board what is typically required in an R-1 district and what has been done in the past.  The Board had questions about usage and access.  This was discussed at length.  The past practice has the frontage measured at the building line.  It will be noted on the Mylar that the house has to be set beyond that building line and not sub-divided without prior approval.  Mrs. Ryan abstained from voting as her firm is involved in this property transaction.  The remaining members of the Planning Commission unanimously agreed to grant the simple subdivision. 
ADJOURNMENT:
With no further business, a motion was made to adjourn the meeting.  
Raymond Rieser, Chairman
Janet Ryan, Secretary

