MARCH 16, 2009
The City of Lower Burrell Zoning Hearing Board held a public hearing on Monday, 
March 16, 2009 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building at 2800 Bethel Street, Lower Burrell, PA 15068.  Present were George Guido, Charles Markle, Ben King, Charles Stapinski, John Millburn, and Public Safety Director, Councilman Grillo.  Absent was Ordinance Officer Nedley.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  A motion was made by Mr. King and seconded by Mr. Millburn to approve the minutes of February 16, 2009 meeting as presented.  The motion passed.
CORRESPONDENCE:
None
OLD BUSINESS:
None
NEW BUSINESS:
Mr. Shane Cornuet, 480 Toledo Drive, was present.  He had a series of photographs that he distributed to members of the Zoning Hearing Board.  As an Eagle Scout project, Mr. Cornuet wants to install an electrical warning system with a fog horn siren at the Little League Fields in Braeburn Heights, which is leased by the Little League and owned by the Burrell School District.  This project entails a telephone pole installation and before the project can start, he needs the approval of the Zoning Hearing Board, the School Board, and Little League.  
As Mr. Cornuet explained, presently the fog horn sirens cannot be heard at all fields, making them at risk of being struck by lightning.  With his Eagle Scout project, he will put up a telephone pole containing a siren that the people in the concession stand can turn on before baseball games start.  If an electrical storm does happen to roll by, players and spectators will be warned.  This is especially important because of the aluminum bats that are used by the players and the galvanized steel fencing that they are surrounded by.  He was unsure how high the pole would be.  The sensor on it will range from five to 20 miles.  It can sense any high amount of electricity in the clouds.  The sound would be a loud blast similar to what is used on most professional golf courses.  Ray Cornuet was also in attendance.  He is Shane’s father, mentor on his project, and Little League representative as well.  
Mr. Guido was reading from Article 1363.03, Height Exceptions Permitted by the Board, under subsection B:  “The following structures are exempt from height regulations provided it is demonstrated to the Board that they require such height exemptions as are necessary and essential for proper function and they do not constitute a hazard to an established airport or adjacent development, which in this case is homes.  Television and radio towers and spires, belfries, monuments, tanks, water and fire towers and scenery  lofts, cooling towers, ornamental towers and spires, chimneys, elevator bulkheads, smokestacks, conveyors, and steeples, none of which addresses a telephone pole.”  It appears as though the zoning guide is silent as opposed to the height of telephone poles.  The pole needs to be high enough so it can detect the skies.  The standard height of a telephone pole is all that is needed.  This warning system has an on and off switch which will be located at the concession stand and will only be activated during activities at the field.  

Councilman Grillo was asked for any recommendations.  He commented that Shane should speak with Bruce Bartrug, who is the Emergency Management Coordinator, to see if possibly he could give him some tips to enhance his project.  It is a very worthwhile project, and the board wished Mr. Cornuet good luck on his project.  Mr. Guido also suggested that when the project was finished, the newspaper would like to write an article about his Eagle Scout project, and Shane should receive recognition from Mayor and Council.
A motion was made by Mr. King, second by Mr. Stapinski stating that there appears to be no relief needed from the Zoning ordinances; therefore, the Zoning Hearing Board recommends that he talk to the Emergency Management Personnel of the City, talk with Zoning Officer Nedley, and to notify the neighbors about the project (even though it doesn’t affect them).  
ADJOURNED:
A motion to adjourn was made by Mr. Markle, seconded by Mr. Millburn. The next Zoning Hearing Board Meeting is scheduled for Monday, April 20, 2009 at 7:30 P.M.
George Guido, Chairman
John Millburn, Secretary
